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Since my last report in March of this year our lives have been very different! I
think many of us have been grateful that we have had our art to keep us
occupied.
My thanks go to Julie Zohar and Trish (our secretary) for getting the Facebook
page up and running. While we were unable to meet in person the weekly
challenge kept many of us communicating and sharing artwork. It also
attracted more interest in our society and ultimately some new members.
Once we were able to resume weekly meetings Jill’s innovative programme of
activities encouraged us to leave our warm comfort zones and participate. It
has been fantastic to see more members coming on Monday nights. Let’s keep
that going!
Unfortunately, our Annual Exhibition had to be cancelled as so many others
were. We must stay focused on a fantastic showing next year. Luckily we have
been given another Popup Shop opportunity by the City of Joondalup. This
time it is at Sorrento Quay so I urge you all to participate by entering some
work and volunteering for the shop roster. It’s always good to chat to potential
customers about your artwork and our society.
Finally, I would encourage you to step up and nominate for the vacant
positions at our A.G.M. on November 16th. As outgoing President, I would like
to thank Rayma, Trish, Adrianne and all committee members for their constant
support and assistance

 Jackson’s Drawing Supplies
 Oxlades Art Supplies

Stay safe and well, and Happy Pastelling to you all,

 Gregory’s Framing
 Creative Matboards & Framing
 Art & Craft World
 Artists Chronicle
 Pictures Plus
 Catherine Kelly, AKP Crafts
 Accent Framers
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 Picasso Art Framers

Happy Pastelling

Val Brooks,
President

Thank you
I would like to extend a big THANKYOU to JILL BUCKRELL, our Committee Member who has been responsible for
organizing our weekly programmes at Mildenhall for the year.
Jill has put together some fantastic subjects with invaluable Pastel information, not only for our New Members but for
refreshing our existing Members to think outside the square.
Well done Jill – you have certainly made our Monday nights extremely interesting.
Rayma
Also THANK YOU to TRISH SPENCE and JULIE ZOHAR for organizing the PSWA Facebook Page.
It is a great platform to showcase our work and to encourage our members with ongoing challenges incorporating
different subjects and has been fantastic to see everyone participating with their latest pastel paintings.
Great work girls!

Rayma Reany
Vice President

Val Brook’s Wildflowers Demonstration: -

Pastel Society A.G.M. 16th November, 2020
At our A.G.M. we have a special treat for you this year, Tony Turner, one
of our superstar pastelists is going to do a demo for us once the meeting
has concluded.
Tony did a demo for us at our exhibition last year and if you were there for
that you will probably agree that Tony's work is excellent. Tony also won a
prize at the exhibition for his work ’Back of Bailliol' photo opposite.

Monday 5th October

Dates to Remember
Monday 9th November
Monday 16th Nov
(7.30pm sharp)
Tuesday. 17TH Nov 9am-12pm
Monday 7th Dec (7pm-9pm)
Sunday 13th Dec 3pm-4pm
Monday 14th Dec 9am-12pm

Closing date for Pop-up Shop, Sorrento closing date for Pop-up Shop,
Sorrento Quay Entry Form (6 unframed & 1 framed painting) max.
(Also CARDS and PRINTS of Pastel works will be accepted)
A.G.M – Mildenhall- Nominations to be submitted by 7.30pm.
Demonstration by Tony Turner afterwards
Delivery of paintings to Shop 62, Sorrento Quay
End of Year breakup: - at Shop 62, Sorrento Quay
(more information to be advised)
Painting pick up from Shop 62, Sorrento Quay
Painting pick up from Shop 62, Sorrento Quay

Certificate of Commendation
Jill and Trish attended a morning tea and were presented with a certificate of commendation by local member Ian
Goodenough. They accepted the certificate on behalf of the Pastel Society Committee members.

Congratulations to the following Pastel Members
Congratulations to Linda O’Brien for winning 1st Prize for her Pastel ‘Sunkissed-Goodnight’ in the recent Community
Bank Mukinbudin Art Awards-Theme ‘Art for the Soul’
Also to Julie Silvester for
winning Highly
Commended for Works
on Paper ‘Fields of Gold’
in the recent Kondinin
Art Awards.

Well done girls

Linda O’Brien ‘Sunkissed-Goodnight’

Julie Silvester ‘Fields of Gold'

Tribute: - Pascale Doumerc
I would like to pay a tribute to the passing of a truly beautiful lady, Pascale Doumerc,
on 30th September, 2020. Pascale’s strength of character showed in her wonderful
wit and sense of humour…always smiling and positive even in the face of adversity,
generous in so many ways, willing to give of herself and to give anything a go.
I am honoured and so proud to call her my friend.
I will never forget you Pascale. Merci beaucoup pour les bons moments.
Your spirit will live on.
My heart goes out to all her loving family in this time of deep sadness at such a loss.
Linda O’Brien
Pascale joined our Society in 2015 and remained a member for a couple of years
before returning to France. In 2016 she won 3rd Prize at our Annual Exhibition for
her Pastel, ‘Boats on Lake’. We were fortunate to have her share here knowledge
and she gave a Tutorial and Power Point Presentation on Technique and History of
Pastels.

Thankyou Linda for introducing your beautiful friend to us.

An insight into this year’s programme nights

Members have enjoyed a variety of painting experiences this year thanks to Jill Buckrell’s weekly programmes. These
photos are just a sample of the subjects participating members have produced.

How to critique your own paintings

(adapted from ‘Landscape
Painting in Pastel’ by Elizabeth Mowry: Artistsnetwork.com)
‘The ultimate purpose of this process is to understand how we can make our good paintings even better,
right now, with the skills we have’. (Mowry)
Step 1: set up five or six of your recent paintings against a wall
Step 2: Place the paintings in order from most favourite to least favourite.
Step 3: What are the qualities that I really like in my favourite paining? Why? Write this down.
Step 4: What needs improving? Look at your least favourite painting and referring to ideas and thoughts
from Step3, ask yourself – ‘What are some things that I think could be better in this painting?’ Make notes
on how you will improve the painting.
Step 5: Refine the paintings. Once you have made notes about how to refine your least favourite painting
then address the other paintings using the same process.
Making changes – look at composition and ‘making it work’.
- Spacing and adding landscape shapes
- Manipulating colours
- Paying attention to lights and darks
- Subtracting symmetry until you establish a pleasing unevenness
Considerations as you critique your work
Subject matter
- Choosing appropriate subject matter; is it too complicated to execute, overly detailed, what are my
capabilities regarding drawing and composition?
Format
- Have I fully executed the idea or mental image I anticipated at the beginning of the painting?
- Has the most important part of the painting been given the most space?
- If not, how can spacing of the landscape components be improved?
Simplifying
- Does the painting have a specific direction or centre of interest that can be elaborated on?
- Would the painting be better if the subject were simplified so it could become more important?
Ask why
- ‘Why am I painting this?’ Ask this before you start to help refine and personalise your art.
- What questions do you need to ask before starting an artwork?

Details
- Ask questions about the subtle details that are portrayed, and those you hope to highlight.
Is there too much distracting detail? Are there interesting patterns of light? Is the horizon line too high or too
low? Is there a pleasing balance between hard and soft edges? Is there a wide enough range of values?
Compose some questions of your own.
Have I captured what I intended to paint?
Questions to ask yourself before refining a painting;
- Can the alterations be executed without overworking the painting?
- If you are unsure if making changes to the painting will result in the painting becoming overworked,
are you willing to sacrifice the painting in order to learn? If so, proceed in making the changes.
- If you decide not to alter the current painting, how might you adjust a similar subject in the future?
Make a note of your ideas.
Note: Your work is personal. Mowry says, ‘… one’s work is truly about what is before them as it reflects
who they are, what they love, and how they think about and interpret their subject matter’.
Text adapted by Jill Buckrell (Pastel Society WA member)

Welcome New Members
Susan Steeles
Christine Lashmar
Yvonne Burton
Roberta Creswell
Mary Young

Janet Brown
Naomi Keenan
Jane Mercer
June Davies

Pastel Society’s Facebook Page
Hello everyone, by now most of you would know that we have a Facebook page for the Pastel Society of Western
Australia. If you’d like to join us on there, the page is titled as our full name to make it easier for you to find in the
search bar on Facebook.
It was early in the Covid lockdowns that one of our members Julie Zohar emailed me to ask if it would be ok if she set
up a Facebook page for us. Of course I was all for it; as I (and I’ve since learned quite a few others) have wanted a
Facebook page for the Society. I approached Val and we agreed to go ahead.
I have really enjoyed running the page with Julie, and during the Covid lockdowns I believe it was a great comfort to
those who have joined to stay in touch and share their work. Something to do when we were all stuck at home.
It is always a joy to see the quality of work that is posted to the page. I have included a small sample of the wonderful
works that you will find there.

Portrait by Donna Woodhouse
The portrait is 15x15cm pastels on Canson Mi-Teintes. Mostly soft pastels and
a couple of contes.

We have many PSWA members and non-member pastel artists on the page,
some from other parts of WA and Australia even a few from other parts of the world. We grow and get new people
joining us all of the time. It is also wonderful that some of our new Pastel Society members first became aware of us
through the page.

If you haven’t already checked the page out and are on Facebook come and join us. Learn from those that very
generously share tips and tricks, look at beautiful pastel art and perhaps share some of your own pastel work.

Trish Spence
Secretary

Cat by Clive Quinn
The reference for this cat was pretty much all black,
so I concentrated on the eyes and suggested the fur
just enough to show the form. Rembrandts on
Canson paper. 30cm x 40cm.

Quote for the day
“Art is the only way to run away without leaving home.”
- Twyla Tharp

Pop-up Shop 62-Sorrento Quay
Our society is excited to be part of the Creative North Project at Hillary’s Boat Harbour Pop-up Exhibition
Space, Shop 62 (opp. Peard Real Estate) from THURSDAY 19TH NOVEMBER – SUNDAY 13TH DECEMBER, 2020
So don’t forget to let friends, colleagues and rellies know to come and purchase some great bargains-framed
and unframed paintings. Also cards and prints of pastels. Great Christmas gifts.

A Note from the editor
I would like to thank the following out-going committee members: - President-Val Brooks, Vice President-Rayma Reany and
Treasurer-Adrianne Kinnear for their contributions to the Pastel Society of W.A. The society has benefited greatly from their
dedication, energy and generosity. I encourage members to consider nominating for office at the upcoming A.G.M. in November.
Thank you also to all the committee members who have contributed articles and photos to this newsletter.
If you would like to contribute any items of interest or advertise a coming exhibition or event in a future Newsletter, please
remember to contact me by e-mail kpl90005@bigpond.net.au

Karyn Platt
Newsletter Editor
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